
Date of Meeting:  April 17, 2013  

  # 15e  
 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

ACTION ITEM 

 

SUBJECT:  FINANCE/GOVERNMENT SERVICES AND OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

REPORT:  Proposed Amendments to Chapter 209 of the Codified Ordinances of Loudoun 

County/Voting Precincts, Polling Places and Absentee Voting Location 

 

ELECTION DISTRICT:   Ashburn, Broad Run, Catoctin, Dulles, and Countywide 

 

CRITICAL ACTION DATE:   May 15, 2013 

 

STAFF CONTACTS:   Brandi Brookhouse, Loudoun County Electoral Board  

 Judy Brown, General Registrar 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

Committee:  At the April 9, 2013 Finance/Government Services and Operations Committee 

meeting, the Committee voted 4-0-1 (Letourneau, absent) to recommend to the full Board of 

Supervisors that the following amendments to Chapter 209 of the Codified Ordinances of 

Loudoun County be placed on the June 12, 2013 Public Hearing agenda:  1) establish Dulles 

South Multi-Purpose Center as a permanent absentee voting location; 2) revise the days that all 

absentee voting locations are open to the public to one week, including two Saturdays, prior to 

non-Presidential November elections; 3) to create a new precinct named Moorefield Station, 

using the House of Delegates District line between the 32nd House District and the 87th House 

District, with voting to occur at the Moorefield Station Elementary School; 4) create a new 

precinct named Lansdowne, using the House of Delegates District line between the 10th House 

District and the 32nd House District, with voting to continue at Belmont Ridge Middle School; 

5) change the location of the polling place in Lucketts from Lucketts Elementary School to 

Lucketts Community Center; and 6) eliminate the Rehau precinct by joining it with the Harper 

Park precinct, with voting to occur at Harper Park Middle School.  

 

Staff:  Staff recommends that the Board of Supervisors authorize the proposed amendments to 

Chapter 209 of the Codified Ordinances of Loudoun County (as presented in Attachment 1) be 

placed on the agenda for the June 12, 2013 Public Hearing.  

 

 

BACKGROUND:  This item relays the following six recommended changes to the Codified 

Ordinances of Loudoun County related to precincts and polling places: 

1. Establish Dulles South Multi-Purpose Center as a permanent absentee voting location;   

2. Revise the days that all absentee voting locations are open to the public to one week, 

including two Saturdays, prior to November elections, except the Presidential election, 

which will continue to be open two weeks prior to the election; 
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3. Create a new precinct named Moorefield Station, using the House of Delegates District 

line between the 32
nd

 House District and the 87
th

 House District, with voting to occur at 

the Moorefield Station Elementary School; 

4. Create a new precinct named Lansdowne, using the House of Delegates District line 

between the 10
th

 House District and the 32
nd

 House District, with voting to continue at 

Belmont Ridge Middle School; 

5. Change the location of the polling place in Lucketts from Lucketts Elementary School to 

Lucketts Community Center; and  

6. Eliminate the Rehau precinct by joining it with the Harper Park precinct, with voting to 

occur at Harper Park Middle School. 

 

Absentee Voting 

The Board approved Dulles South Multi-Purpose Center as an absentee voting location only for 

the November 2012 Presidential Election, allowing for a review of absentee voting needs in 

order to develop the best approach for future elections. The Dulles South Multi-Purpose Center 

served 1,719 voters during a two week period. The numbers doubled in week two although the 

site was closed for two days. The Cascades Senior Center served 3,127 voters during the same 

two week period; Cascades has been operating prior to the November 2001 General Election. 

While the numbers were lower at the Dulles South Multi-Purpose Center, staff believes the 

numbers will increase as voters in the area become more of aware of the added location for 

absentee voting. This is also one of the areas that have experienced the highest growth in the 

county. 

 

Based on statistics, staff recommends revising absentee voting days at all absentee voting 

locations (including the main office) to one week, including two Saturdays, prior to all 

November elections, except the Presidential election when extended absentee voting services 

would still be offered for two weeks prior to the election. Statistics show that approximately 14% 

of voters vote by absentee ballot in Presidential Election years as opposed to an average of 5% in 

other November elections. Attachment 2 provides more detailed statistics relating to 

cost/participation in non-Presidential election years and Presidential election years. 

 

Split Precincts 

The House of Delegates line between House District 32 and House District 87 divides the current 

Mill Run Precinct in the Broad Run District. Staff recommends dividing the precinct along this 

line to create another precinct to be known as Moorefield Station, with voting to occur at 

Moorefield Station Elementary School. This change was delayed while awaiting identification of 

a polling location. Moorefield Station Elementary School will open in the fall of 2013. 

 

The House of Delegates line between House District 10 and House District 32 divides the current 

Belmont Ridge Precinct in the Ashburn District. Staff recommends dividing the precinct along 

this line to create another precinct to be known as Lansdowne, with voting to continue at 

Belmont Ridge Middle School until the new HS-8 school opens in 2015, at which time another 

ordinance change may be needed. This change was delayed while awaiting a polling location, 

however, with the House of Delegates elections in the Fall of 2013 and the size of the precinct 
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(5,015 registered voters), it needs to be divided to eliminate multiple ballots, voter and candidate 

confusion and to better conduct elections in House of Delegates election years. 

 

Change in Lucketts Polling Location 

In 2010, the Board approved changing the Lucketts polling location during the renovation of the 

Lucketts Community Center. The renovation of the Lucketts Community Center has been 

completed and staff recommends changing the Lucketts polling location from the Lucketts 

Elementary School back to the Lucketts Community Center. 

 

Elimination of Rehau Precinct and Polling Location 

The Loudoun County Electoral Board received written notification from Rehau stating that they 

no longer wish to serve as a polling location for the Rehau precinct. Staff recommends 

eliminating the Rehau precinct and incorporating the voters into the existing Harper Park 

precinct, with voting to continue at the Harper Park Middle School. 

 

Attachment 3 contains maps of the current and proposed precincts and polling places, as well as 

the geographical descriptions. 

 

ISSUES: 

 

1. Split Precincts (Mill Run/Moorefield Station):  The GRE handbook (policies and 

procedures for General Registrars and local Electoral Boards), created by the Virginia 

State Board of Elections, strongly discourages split precincts and recommends remedy 

whenever possible. “Split precincts can cause great confusion in the registrar’s office 

and at the polls and can even result in some voters receiving the wrong ballot. If that 

occurs and the election is close, it could be cause for a contested election. Thus, split 

precincts should be avoided when possible” (emphasis added). See Attachment 4 for a 

more detailed excerpt from the GRE handbook pertaining to split precincts. 

 

2. Lucketts Polling Location:  The Loudoun County Electoral Board made a verbal 

agreement with the Lucketts Elementary School in 2010 that the polling location would 

be changed back to the Lucketts Community Center once the renovations were 

completed. At that time, the renovations were expected to be completed by the end of 

2011. Attachment 5 is the notification received by the Loudoun County Electoral Board 

in February 2013 from the Lucketts Community Center that the renovations have been 

completed. 

 

3. Rehau Polling Location:  Attachment 6 is written notice from Rehau stating they 

withdraw their facility located at 1503 Edwards Ferry Road, Leesburg, Virginia, as a 

polling location, making it necessary to find another voting location. The Loudoun 

County Electoral Board has attempted to locate another polling place without success. 

Therefore, the only option at this time is to combine the Rehau precinct with Harper Park 

creating one precinct, with voting to take place at the Harper Park Middle School. 
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4. Timing:  Board action by mid-May is critical to having these changes in place for the 

November elections due to 60-day DOJ preclearance window before the election when no 

changes can occur. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  Election materials and voting equipment for the proposed new precinct 

were purchased during the redistricting process in anticipation of these House of Delegate 

District divisions. For the second new precinct, the Office of Elections and Voter Registration 

will be able to reallocate the voting equipment from the elimination of the Rehau precinct. 

Existing FY 2014 funds are sufficient to cover the costs of notifying voters of the proposed 

changes. 

 

ALTERNATIVES: 

 

1. Do not establish Dulles South as a permanent absentee polling location. This is not 

advisable given the population growth in this area of the county and the distance some 

voters in that area would have to travel if the location did not exist. 

 

2. Do not revise the absentee voting days for non-Presidential November elections. This is 

not advisable as the first week tends to have very low participation. There are other 

alternatives available for those who need to vote by absentee ballot, including by mail 

and in person at the Voter Registration Office during regular business hours. 

 

3. Do not divide the precincts as described above. This is also not advisable due to the 

difficulties and voter confusion resulting (as cited above) from operating split precincts.   

 

4. Do not change the location of the polling place in Lucketts. However, movement of the 

polling place in Lucketts was an agreed-upon arrangement. The Electoral Board would 

prefer to honor this agreement.  

 

5. Do not eliminate the Rehau precinct and/or join it with the Harper Park precinct. Staff 

advises against this as Rehau has given notice they no longer wish to serve as a polling 

station and no other polling place has been located.  

 

DRAFT MOTION: 

 

1.  I move the recommendation of the Finance/Government Services and Operations 

Committee that the Board of Supervisors place the following amendments to Chapter  

209 of the Codified Ordinances of Loudoun County  on the June 12, 2013 Public Hearing 

agenda: 1) establish Dulles South Multi-Purpose Center as a permanent absentee voting 

location; 2) revise the days that all absentee voting locations are open to the public to one 

week, including two Saturdays, prior to non-Presidential November elections; 3) to create 

a new precinct named Moorefield Station, using the House of Delegates District line 

between the 32nd House District and the 87th House District, with voting to occur at the 

Moorefield Station Elementary School; 4) create a new precinct named Lansdowne, using 

the House of Delegates District line between the 10th House District and the 32nd House 

District, with voting to continue at Belmont Ridge Middle School; 5) change the location 



Board of Supervisors 

April 17, 2013 

Page 5 

 

of the polling place in Lucketts from Lucketts Elementary School to Lucketts Community 

Center; and 6) eliminate the Rehau precinct by joining it with the Harper Park precinct, 

with voting to occur at Harper Park Middle School.  

 

 Or 

 

2. I move an alternate motion. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

1. Proposed Amendments to Chapter 209 of the Codified Ordinances of Loudoun County 

2. Tables showing cost/participation in non-Presidential and Presidential election years 

3. Maps of existing and proposed precincts and polling places 

4. Excerpt from State Board of Election’s GRE Handbook 

5. E-mail from Lucketts Community Center – Renovations complete 

6. Letter from Rehau 
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